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Full-time Professor
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COOPERATIVES AND COOPERATIVE LEGISLATION IN SERBIA

Summary

Cooperatives have a long tradition in Serbia, but the cooperative sector is 

underdeveloped. It went through different periods, ups and downs and legal 

regulations that often were not for the benefit of cooperatives. The research goal of 

this paper is to review cooperative legislation in Serbia, from the first law that 

regulated this area, adopted in 1898 (Law on Agricultural and Crafts 

Cooperatives), to the current Law on Cooperatives, adopted in 2015, with analysis 

of the last three laws, presenting their positive and negative sides. The analysis 

within the paper showed that the Law on Cooperatives from 1996 and 2006 were 

incomplete and unacceptable, having in mind the social and economic changes that 

occurred in the meantime, as well as lack of functionality and insufficient 

creativity of legislative solutions, unresolved ownership and legal relations and a 

minimum number of founders that was on a high level, the issue of equal stake and 

others, thus, the adoption of the new law on cooperatives was mandatory for the 

future development of cooperatives. Even though the current Law on Cooperatives 

(2015) somewhat brought an improvement of legal regulations, there were no 

significant changes of the legal and economic framework, thus, it remained on the 

same positions related to the previous, classic concept of the cooperative. In the 

paper, the author also points out the requirement to modernize current legal 

regulations with newly added rules and education of all participants in the process, 

to make cooperatives in Serbia an economically sustainable model of 

development, following the experiences and the European Regulation 1435/03 on 

European Cooperative Societies. 

Key words: cooperative, cooperatives, cooperative legislation, European 

Cooperative Societies, Serbia. 
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