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Teaching Assistant 

University of Pristina - Kosovska Mitrovica, Faculty od Law

SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AS A STATE CHURCH AT THE END 

OF XIX CENTURY?

Summary

The end of the second half of the XIXcentury represents a period in which 

the Serbian state completely limited church autonomy. The first such attack on the 

Church was made by the non-canonical dismissal of Metropolitan Bishop Mihailo 

to the application of the Law on Taxes, which was passed without consultation 

with the Council of Bishops and provided high fees for ordination and 

appointments. However, the real cause of the metropolitan's dismissal was 

reflected in his propaganda of a policy that was contrary to the Austro-Hungarian

monarchy interests. As a Russian student, Mihailo advocated pro-Russian policy, 

and that was in contradiction with the secret convention that Serbia signed with 

Austro-Hungary in 1881. After his removal, the state completely subordinated the 

Church to itself with the new legislation. All members of the Council of Bishops 

had to be appointed by the king, while the metropolitan bishop was elected by a 

special body composed of state officials. With the abdication of the King Milan 

situation becomes slightly favorable for the church. Metropolitan Mihailo was 

returned to the head of the Church. In 1890, a new Law on Church Authorities of 

the Eastern Orthodox Church was passed, which put the Church in a somewhat 

agreeable position. 

In this paper, we will show that the Church enjoyed the status of a state 

church at the end of the 19th century, but also that the state established absolute 

control over all its activities and completely subordinated it to its policy. The 

historical, comparative and analytical method will be used to present the stated 

facts.

Key words: Church, State, king Milan, metropolitan bishop Mihailo, Law 

on Taxes
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