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A B S T R A C T

With the formulation of tourism development strategies for the social and economic development of an area,
rural tourism moved to a more complex phase of development. Numerous empirical studies have shown that
different forms of rural tourism can have positive and negative effects on the natural and socio-economic context
in the area where they are present. There are several methodologies for assessing the development of tourism in
rural areas. One of the efficient and commonly used tools in preliminary decision-making phases and a precursor
to strategic planning is SWOT analysis, which allows the identification of the best strategy that maximizes
strengths and opportunities, and minimizes weaknesses and threats. In this study, a survey was conducted using
the method of selecting respondents in order to diagnose the economic, social, cultural and environmental
aspects with a focus on strengths and weaknesses in rural settlements in the area of National Park (NP) Kopaonik
and its protection zone. Through the SWOT analysis, based on the attitudes of the local population, defined
twenty indicators that determine the Sustainable Rural Development Index (SRDI). Research has shown that in
area, the influence factor in strengths is higher in relation to the weaknesses, while the influence factor in
opportunities is higher than in threats. The final result of the SRDI (0.63), shows that the current development of
tourism is within the limits of sustainability and contributes to the sustainable development of rural settlements.
The results of the research are the basis for the development of the strategy for future development of tourism in
the research area.
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