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HARMONIZATION OF DIVORCE LAW IN EUROPE

In varietate concordia- United in Differences 

Summary

Although the institute of marriage divorce was already known in 
Roman law, the idea of allowing divorce as a side effect of the disorder of 
the relationship between spouses was acquired by the physiognomy in the 
legislations of European states at the end of the 19th and during the 20th 
century. However, profound changes in the regulations of this legal institute, 
in qualitative terms, occurred when the need for the Europeanization of 
material rules on the divorce of international marriages appeared. Bearing in 
mind the differences between the EU Member States in this area, the 
divorce of the international marriage and its consequences depend on the 
material law that the court will apply, and the choice of the substantive law 
is conditioned by a conflict resolution that the internationally competent 
court will apply.

The article analyzes the development of legal standardization, 
which is focused on a single family law institute - divorce, and it analyze it 
through several aspects: the dimension of material law in the Republic of 
Serbia, the dimension of European Union law through the harmonization of 
the law by the European Commission for Family Law, and through 
unification of private international’s norms through the activities of the 
European Union bodies.

Key words: marriage divorce, harmonization of divorce law, 

unification of divorce law, European Union.
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