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FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AND PRACTICE OF THE EUROPEAN 

COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Summary

The human right to liberty is proclaimed a fundamental right in Article 

6 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2000 / C 

364/01), which embodies in Article 45 the freedom of movement and residence 

as a right of citizens. The article discusses the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on human rights, especially the right to freedom of movement. This 

article aims to analyze the case law of the European Court of Human Rights on 

restrictions on freedom of movement. The purpose of the article is to examine 

whether the restrictions introduced to prevent the spread of the infection were 

legitimate and necessary. General and special scientific methods were used in 

the research process, such as dialectical, comparative, dogmatic and legal 

methods. The analysis shows that during the pandemic of the COVID-19 virus, 

the right to freedom of movement was suspended, in order to prevent the spread 

of the contagious virus, all with the aim of protecting human life and health, 

which is considered legitimate.

Keywords:European Union, European Court of Human Rights, human 

rights, freedom of movement, restrictions on freedom of movement, pandemic, 

COVID-19, health crisis. 
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