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A FINE

- REEXAMING THE ALTERNATION AS A CHARACTERISTIC OF THE 

SANCTION -

Summary

The fine is one of the oldest criminal sanctions, observed from the period 

characterized by the monistic system of punishment. As part of the system of 

criminal sanctions, it is prescribed in all modern criminal justice systems, in 

different modes of measurement, manner of enforcement and effects of 

application. The fine is also a part of the system of criminal sanctions in the 

Republic of Serbia, although its representation in the structure of the imposed 

criminal sanctions has been in constant decline, in the last period, and the 

effectiveness has been significantly reduced. The new criminal sanctions 

prescribed with the Criminal Code from 2006, or new alternatives to 

imprisonment, raises the question of whether a fine is, according to its nature, an 

alternative to imprisonment. Although a large number of authors in domestic and 

foreign doctrine proceeds from the view that a fine is a basic alternative to prison 

sentences, the aim of this paper is to re-examine the alternation as a characteristic 

of this criminal sanction.

Keywords: a fine, alternatives to imprisonment, characteristic of the 

sanction
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