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SPECIFICITY OF THE COOPERATIVES RELATIVE TO THE NATURE OF 

THE EUROPEAN COOPERATIVE SOCIETY

Summary 

Cooperatives are sui generis economic organizations whose interest is to 

improve the business of a cooperative, but not to maximize the profits, as is the 

case with companies.

The aim of this paper is to look at the specificity of the cooperatives in 

Serbia in relation to the nature of the European Cooperative Society and to point to 

the need  for change the rules in the Law of coperatives in order to comply with 

modern trends in the field of organizing and operating cooperatives - the European 
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Cooperative Society. The analysis showed that the applicable law on cooperatives 

did not undergo major changes in the legal and economic framework and thus 

remained in the same position in relation to the previously valid, classic concept of 

the cooperative. In scientific work were used the Law on Cooperatives of the 

Republic of Serbia (2015) - ZOZ, Regulation of the European Cooperative 

Society, Declaration of Co-operative Identity, the results of the analysis of the 

research by authors in this field, as well as the results of other author research. 

When it comes to the analysis of cooperatives in Serbia in relation to the character 

of the European Cooperative the comparative, inductive and deductive methods 

were used. They enabled us to determine which are the national cooperative rules 

and which rules should be changed and define de lege ferenda in order for 

cooperatives to function more effectively in the national socio-economic system. 

Keywords: cooperative, cooperatives, cooperative principles, legal-

economic framework, European Cooperative. 
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