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nexus

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, 

University of Priština temporarily settled in Kosovska Mitrovica

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EU 

LEGISLATION IN SERBIA

Summary 

In the foundation of the sustainable development concept there is a 

requirement that the present needs of the society be met in a way that it does not 

jeopardize the needs of future generations. In that context, the international public 

law especially emphasizes the international law on the environmental protection. 
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This part of the international public law is ‘’in its infancy’’ and it cannot be 

observed outside the international public law as an independent law as it is 

claimed by the post-positivistic theory, dominant in the West after the end of the 

Cold War. That is why the formal sources of the international law on the 

environmental protection are actually the sources referred to in the Article 38 of 

the Statute of the UN International Court of Justice from 1945. Also, even though 

the concept of sustainable development is most often interpreted in terms of 

ecological conditions of living, it is far more than that. Sustainable development 

comprises both economic and social aspects (and, according to many, the aspect of 

culture as well), which necessarily correspond with the institutional system. On the 

other hand, the Republic of Serbia is in the process of EU association and the 

harmonization of domestic legislation with the legislation of the EU - acquis 

communautaire. Chapter 27 in the EU accession negotiations regulate the 

environmental protection according to the Treaty of Lisbon from 2007 or Article 

11 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU. In the Republic of Serbia, the 

Sector for international cooperation and the process of European integration within 

the Ministry of Environmental Protection is in charge of monitoring and reporting 

on the implementation of the obligations of the Ministry in the process of EU 

integration in the field of environmental protection; the cooperation with other 

state administration bodies within the Negotiating group 27, the negotiating team 

and the EU institutions. However, neither this negotiating process can be observed 

outside the general relations between the EU and the Republic of Serbia which are 

sui generis in legal terms.  

Keywords: Sustainable development, acquis communautaire, EU, Serbia, 

international public law 
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