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DIRECTIVE 2008/99/EC AND CRIMINAL LAW ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION IN SERBIA 

 

Summary 

 

Although environmental protection was only incorporated into the 

common policy of the European Union (EU) in the early 1970s, it soon became 

one of its most comprehensive and dynamic activities. In the first period of 

development of EU environmental law, environmental degradation was solely 

sanctioned by civil and administrative measures. Criminal law protection occurs 

much later in response to the expansion of environmental crime. Accordingly, in 

addition to the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of the 

Environment through Criminal Law (1998), the paper analyzes in detail Directive 

2008/99/EC on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law, which 

establishes the foundations of a European environmental criminal law. Serbia 

within the EU accession negotiations imminent opening of Chapter 27  

Environment and Climate Change, which is a significant segment of the Directive 

2008/99/EC. Undoubtedly, it represents a good basis for improving positive 

legislation and to build a more efficient system of criminal protection of the 

environment in our country, but its ultimate reach depends on the quality of 

implementation and achievement of set standards, as well as the development of 

environmental awareness and ethic of responsibility. That is why, in addition to 

adequately responding to legislative, institutional and economic challenges, it is 

necessary to build an ethic of responsibility not as a future but a current ethic that 

takes care of the future and protects both the present and the generations that come 

from unacceptable actions of their own. 

Keywords: environment, criminal law protection, European Union (EU), 

Directive 2008/99/EC, Chapter 27, Serbia, ethic of responsibility. 
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