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PRISON OVERCROWDING 

– GLOBAL AND NATIONAL PHENOMENON – 

 

Summary 

 

Prison overcrowding is the characteristic of most prison systems 

worldwide, including Serbia's penitentiaries. This phenomenon is not the product 

of contemporary criminal justice systems, it has tradition of almost two centuries, 

practically since the founding of the modern prisons. Prison overcrowding is a 

consequence of the long term and continuous growth in the number of prisoners, 

role of imprisonment as main criminal sanction and the lack of prisons capacity. It 

presents specific crisis of prison systems and imprisonment, but also indicate the 

ineffectiveness of criminal justice systems and modern criminal law in general. In 

this paper authors are presenting the data on prison overcrowding at the global 

level, especially data relating to this phenomenon in the Serbia's penitentiary 

system, discuss the factors and causes contributing to prison overcrowding and 

searching for the solutions to mitigate the consequences of this „chronic“ problem 

relating to our national penitentiary system.  

Keywords: prison overcrowding, imprisonment, prisons, penitentiary 

system,  
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